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SECONDARY NEWSLETTER  
AUTUMN 2024 

 

A note from our Head of School 
Claire Harrap Stanley 

 It has been wonderful to return to school this Autumn, we have welcomed many 

new students and members of staff, all of whom will be an asset to our school 

community. Students have been really engaging in the learning aspects of HFS as 

evidenced by the photographs below, there has also been an exceptionally bumper 

harvest of items grown and cooked by the students! 

 

This term, the mock exams have been held with KS4 students taking them extremely 

seriously in preparation for the next exam series.   

 

As we move into chillier weather, please ensure that your child has correct outside attire and shoes to 

enable them to safely access the site warmly.  
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This term, we are saying goodbye and best wishes to Louise Winter, Jon Smith, Julie Hilliard, Elyssia 

Colwell and Luke Sellens, we wish them every success with their new opportunities.  We have also 

waved temporary goodbyes to Hattie Gonzales and Tayla Drysdale as they begin their maternity leaves.  

 

Have a relaxing half term and we look forward to term 2 starting on Monday 4th November. 

 

SECONDARY NURTURE  1 – James Burgess 

In Science this term, we have been 

investigating how different organisms 

can be classified and placed into 

different groups. We have discussed the 

difference between vertebrates and 

invertebrates and listed some of the 

conditions required for life (food, water, 

oxygen and shelter). We have also 

started to explore the differences 

between plants and trees, and as a class, 

we went on a 'leaf hunt' to collect various leaves from different species of trees and placed them within 

a classification key. Later in the term, we will be studying microorganisms (there are roughly 39 trillion 

microorganisms in an adult body) and will be using specialist equipment to help us understand 

microorganisms further. 

Quote: "I thought penguins had fur and not feathers" - Jaiden H 
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SECONDARY NURTURE 2 – Peter Bracey 

In English SN2 have been planning, writing and illustrating a 

mystery story.  By watching an Agatha Christie inspired episode 

of Poirot they analysed what elements made up a gripping story.  

Using this as a guideline for their own story they planned their 

own in detail including the setting, crime, suspects, clues, 

detective and any red herrings.  They then set about writing the 

story, including many previous learnt skills such using descriptive 

language to bring their characters and settings to life and 

including some of the some of the writing tools used in their 

poetry module.  They also used language to develop AI prompts 

to illustrate their stories. 

Quote: “Do we have to do that this lesson – can’t we just carry 

on with our stories, I’m really enjoying writing mine and want to get it finished.” - Dillon C 

 

SECONDARY 1 - Simon Bridgestock 

Secondary 1 have been working hard this term in their Maths 

lessons. We have been looking at our number system and 

the four operations - addition, subtraction, multiplication & 

division. This included whether they could share their quota 

of cornflakes with 2, 3, 4 or 5 people - some cornflakes did 

get eaten in this challenge! Secondary 1 have taken the first 

exam paper of their AQA Entry Level Certificate in Maths 

with some excellent scores obtained - well done Secondary 

1. 

Quote:  'I like Maths, it is good for your brain holes' - Sky C 
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SECONDARY 2 – Evie Foster 

This term Secondary 2 have enjoyed immersing themselves into Outdoor 

Learning. Throughout the term students have had the opportunity to harvest 

various fruits and vegetables that have been grown on the school site. The 

students then prepared these and made a delightful selection of condiments 

and juices. In this lesson students made apple juice from scratch which 

consisted of; cleaning, chopping and grinding the apples. Students worked 

together as a team to press the apples in order to produce fresh and pure 

apple juice. Students then sampled their hard work, and all agreed the apple 

juice was absolutely delicious! 

Quote: "I love chopping the apples, it's my favourite job. I prefer it to pressing as it's like cooking" - 

Rohan H 

SECONDARY 3 – Amy Clements 

This term, Secondary 3 have been working hard towards their individual 

accreditations and completing mock exams. In Maths, things have started to get 

competitive in Pod 6 with the introduction of our Times Table Rock Stars challenge, 

with prizes to be won! Secondary 3 and 4 have been competing at break-times to 

increase their scores. TT Rockstars is a Maths programme used to boost students' 

confidence and fluency in multiplication and division, giving them the opportunity 

to challenge their peers to become ‘Rock Hero’ of the pod.     

Quote: "You play 10 games, you move up the leaderboard and could win a prize, it 

takes your quickest average time to answer a questions and then you move up’ - Charlie C 
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SECONDARY 4 - Ben Lock 

All of our students have made outstanding progress in their vocational 

subjects and options so far this term! Two of our Secondary 4 

students are attending a vocational course 

 to complete their barbering qualification.   Both students enjoy the 

course and are confidently taking their first steps into 

barbering.  They have completed several practical lessons which have 

included a grade 1 haircut using clippers and a beard trim and 

shape.  Jayden and Codi have good banter with Neil, who co-runs the 

course.  He has complete faith and trust in their abilities and even sits 

in the barber’s chair himself, allowing Jayden and Codi to cut his hair 

and trim his beard.   

Quote: "I would like to travel when I am older and use my barbering 

skills to earn some money to fund my trip’ - Jayden B   

OUTDOOR LEARNING – Jo, Remy, Chay 
We are very excited to share that after all the amazing efforts of students 

in Outdoor Learning through the year, the school has been awarded the 

RHS Level 5 School Gardening Award. This is the highest award we can 

achieve as a school, and acknowledges the students' commitment to 

Horticulture, gardening with members of the local community and keeping 

gardening at the heart of our school. The focus now is about ensuring the 

skills, knowledge, understanding and resources we have the focus now is 

about ensuring the skills, knowledge, understanding and resources we 

have established as a school are there for future children and young people 

to benefit from. 

LIBRARY CORNER 
Students are encouraged to choose an independent reading book from our library, which includes all our 

recommended reading books for each of the key stages.  
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This half term, the recommended reading book for KS2 is I Talk Like a River by Sydney 

Smith. This is about a little boy who has a stutter and how he uses his voice.  

 

In KS3 this half term, students in Secondary 1 and Secondary 2 have been 

reading for pleasure The Goldfish boy by Lisa Thompson. This book is about a 

young boy, who turns detective and, in the process, learns strategies to manage his OCD.  

In KS4 this half term, students are reading To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper 

Lee. The novel focuses on life in Maycomb in 1930s America and the 

prejudice faced by the black community.    

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
We have had lots of discussion around varied topics this half term and I have been blown away by the 
student’s enthusiasm and challenge to improve their school site, classroom resources and more 
importantly, how they are actively using their ideas to empower change throughout the school from a 
student’s viewpoint. I asked student council representatives what school council meant to them, and 
these are few of the comments the students shared with me: 

“School council makes me feel good and I have to speak on behalf of others and support what they want 
mentioned.” 

“I think people think I am important and responsible, and this makes me feel really happy and proud 
inside.” 

“I was nervous to attend meetings at first, but once I started going over time, I really enjoyed going and I 
am not scared to speak out now and share my views with everyone.” 

“Students tell me they feel great when they are listened and taken seriously and make them feel special 
and responsible.” 

“School council at HFS is very constructive and listens to the students that attend and represent the school. 
They put the students’ needs before the staff, and they constantly fight and debate what students feel and 
need.” 

“I like the biscuits we get when we attend meetings and how they are used to help us settle and remain 
focussed in the sessions.” 

We all know how empowering student’s voice transforms a learner from being an observer to an initiator, 
but we have it in abundance in our school. As educators at Heath Farm School, we value and encourage 
growth mind-set for all our students and student voice is one of the best tools to achieve this. Heath Farm 
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School’s goal of encouraging student voice is to engage and empower students, both individually and 
collectively, and to act on their empowerment in the quest for meaningful instructional experiences that 
will support lifelong learning. Teachers and support staff at Heath Farm School can develop different types 
of student voice in the classroom that will prepare students to exercise their voice effectively into 
adulthood. At Heath Farm School we facilitate learning experiences that encourage students to talk with 
one another and this provides opportunities for students to practice using their voice. Within these 
experiences, school staff can teach students words and phrases to accurately convey their thoughts and 
opinions. Teachers model active listening, explain how to express a connection to what another has 
shared or give examples on how to clearly articulate an opinion. Students are really starting to see and 
value the importance of our school council ethos and how this will further develop student voice across 
the provision.  I am personally so proud to chair and be part of these meetings and see individuals grow 
in confidence week on week and the difference this makes with their social resilience going forward. 

Well done students and keep doing what you do please! 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday 11th November – Friday 15th November – Anti-Bullying Week 

Friday 15th November – Children in Need 

 

Tuesday 26th November - Thrive induction/coffee morning 9:30-11:30 

Tuesday 17th December – Reindeer and Santa’s Grotto 

Friday 20th December – Celebration Assembly 

 

Tuesday 11th February - Thrive induction/coffee morning 9:30-11:30 

 

6 week Thrive workshop/course all 9:30-11:30; 

Tuesday 13th May 

Tuesday 20th May 

Tuesday 3rd June 

Tuesday 10th June 

Tuesday 17th June 

Tuesday 24th June 
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CONTACT US 
Heath Farm School 

Egerton Road 

Charing Heath 

TN27 0AX 

 

01233 712030 

Visit us on the web at www.heathfarmschool.org  

https://heathfarmschool.org/
https://heathfarmschool.org/
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